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# 4 “Women Migrant Workers”
May 5th, 5th Sunday of Easter: “By this is my Father glorified, that you bear much fruit 

and become my disciples.” John 15: 8. 

Reflection: Women in the Church have been the bearers of much fruit and been faithful disciples. 
None more so than Mary, mother of Jesus whom we celebrate during May. Mary’s experience was not 
dissimilar to many women migrant workers in Asia today. She had to leave her country and live in a land 
alien to her, away from her family and friends. Inequality forces many women to find work away from 
home and leads to the consequent violence and exploitation they endure. These women have strong 
faith that what they are doing is the best they can for their families. 

Fact File: Women make up more than 80% of the 100 million domestic workers worldwide. Many 
women who migrate to East Asia from poorer Asian countries work as domestic workers for wealthy 
families, or in low-paid sweat shops. For them it is a personal and family survival strategy. They work in a 
largely hidden or informal economy, and suffer discrimination, harassment and abuse pre-departure, in 
transit, in destination countries, and on return home. But their families in their home countries depend 
on them. Children and family members who are left behind suffer some of the costs of migration. 

Learn More: : Columban missionaries have established the Hope Centre in Taiwan which supports the 
needs of migrant workers in this situation, including the needs of women migrant workers.   
http://goo.gl/wspnl6

Take Action: Lend your support to the Hope Centre in Taiwan. Contact www.columban.org.au

For the most frequent update and Centre related news and links, please “like” us 
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